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Why the NYC Buildings Commissioner needs to be a

Licensed Professional Engineer or Registered Architect

1. The NYC DoB Commissioner must be conversant with, and be able to discuss, technical matters with staff and other City officials.

2. Final decisions regarding code, public safety and health matters rest with the NYC DoB Commissioner.  This authority, and the ability to provide final interpretation of the building code, constitutes the practice of Engineering and by NYS statutes must be performed by a NYS licensed professional.

3. The DoB Commissioner also has the ultimate responsibility for public safety, construction site safety and code enforcement.  To lower the standard for the appointment of the DoB Commissioner would diminish the importance of enforcement in the City of New York.

4. NYC DoB’s ability to monitor construction sites, and to maintain the approval process, has gone awry.  The NYC DoB needs leadership who understands the nuances of the practice and business of Professional Engineering and Registered Architecture, its relationship with its licensed expediters and its role in the construction inspection process.

5. The integrity of the NYC DoB relies on the integrity and ethical values of licensed professionals.  The head of the agency must be a role model to these licensed professionals and must be held to the same ethical and professional standards. 

6. A major function of the NYC DoB is the regulatory and enforcement process of technical codes, as well as engineering disciplines and principles.  The NYC DoB Commissioner has the ultimate decision power and appointment of qualified technical managers.  There are many qualified PEs and RAs in NYC who have demonstrated technical and managerial expertise.  In fact, the largest engineering companies in the world are led by PEs.

7. Presently, our country is in great need of engineers and PEs.  The stature of the licensed professional engineer is important to our society.  It is important as a matter of public policy to value the PE license, today and for future generations.

8. This administration must respect NYS law that requires that the DoB commissioner be a licensed PE or RA.  This law was enacted out of the application of legal principles, based on the importance of the technical and ethical aspects of design, construction and development.

9. NYC DoB Commissioner manages a large staff of PEs and RAs, and it is important from a management standpoint to foster employee morale and respect for the head of the agency.

10. Since 1968, and intrinsic to the culture of the NYC DoB, the Commissioner has come “through the ranks”, having worked his way in the profession by demonstrating competence and interest in engineering, technical and code matters.

Marc A. Chiffert, P.E., NY Chapter President
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