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President’s Message 
By Chris Petallides, P.E.

 President

We hope you all had a wonderful summer in 
spite  of  the  rains.  It’s  now back to  normal, 
i.e.,  our  constant  battle  to  educate/convince 
the  world  that  engineering  is  a  “profession” 
worthy of respect. 

The  summer  recess  brought  a  number  of 
developments  (see  elsewhere  in  this 
newsletter). 

With regard to the Society’s lawsuit against NYC for violating 
State  Education  Law  by  appointing  a  non-professional  as 
Buildings’ Commissioner, the judge ruled August 12, 2009 that 
it’s OK for  Mr. LiMandri to drive without a license, so long as 
the person in the passenger seat (Fatima) is licensed. We don’t 
know what this judge was smoking or who got to her before she 
made her “ruling” but we do know one thing for sure; we are 
filing an APPEAL immediately. Now is the time, therefore, for all 
PE’s and RA’s to finally unite, speak with one voice and demand 
our due.  

With regard to the problem of “expediters” posing as engineers 
and architects and offering professional services to the general 
public  illegally  (with  the  help  of  rubber-stampers),  we  have 
recently  located  the  signed  “Memo  from  the  Commissioner”, 
(Joel  A.  Miele,  Sr.,  PE),  dated  April  21,  1994,  prohibiting 
anyone  other  that  “full-time  employees  of  licensed  design 
professionals from engaging in technical discussions with DOB 
plan examiners, etc. Apparently, this caused the expediters to 
organize in 1994 and the Commissioner’s Memo to mysteriously 
become lost and, of course, never implemented. 

Continued Next Page
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President's Message Continued

Today,  fifteen  years  later,  expediters  still  run  everything,  the 
DOB is in a bigger mess than ever before and we, Engineers and 
Architects, need to take the lead in putting things RIGHT.

With regard to the decision to revive the MCPC (Metropolitan 
Chapter  Presidents’  Council),  first  established  around  1970 
under the  auspices  of  NYSSPE,  to  “represent  the five  county 
chapters of  Greater  NYC in  all  professional  maters of  mutual 
interest”, the 1st meeting took place in NYC July 22, 2009, with 
all  five NYC chapter presidents and other key Society officers 
present. The meeting unanimously decided to move forward in a 
united front, under the able chairmanship and strong leadership 
of current Staten Island president, Mr. Joseph Pasaturo, P.E. 
More MCPC initiatives are now in the pipeline and we will  be 
sharing those with you in the coming months. 

Our  first  general  meeting  of  the  season  is  Thursday, 
September 17, 2009, 6:30PM at Fort Totten. (NOTE: The date 
of this month’s general meeting was pushed up to this date 
because  of  a  conflict  with  a  previously  scheduled  joint 
NYSSPE/AIA state convention in Rochester, NY, September 24  to 
the 26. Next month’s general meeting will be October 22, 2009, 
the 4th Thursday of the Month). 

We look forward to seeing all of you this Thursday. Your input is 
welcome and essential. 

Upcoming Meeting Information

This month's member's meeting will be held on Thursday 
September 17, 2009 at 6:30 PM at the Professional Design 
Center at Fort Totten, Queens, NY. The sponsor and program will 
be announced. 

422 Weaver Ave., Fort Totten, New York
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Professional Services Directory
The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their 
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility 
for these advertisers products or services.

Miles Fisher, P.E.
Fire and Building Code Services, Inc.
10 East Merrick Road, Suite 308
Valley Stream, New York 11580

Tel: 516-256-7780, Ext. 201
Fax: 516-256-7783
Cell: 516-779-7295

E-mail: miles@firecodeservices.com
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Sponsors

The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their 
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility 
for these advertisers products or services.

Material Engineering and Services
Please Patronize Our Sponsors

Attention Sponsors/ Advertisers: If you would like your card updated please contact the 
editor.  Cards can be dropped off at the next meeting, mailed, faxed, scanned and 
emailed or text can be substituted in lieu of a card.
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QUEENS COUNTY CHAPTER
OF

THE NEW YORK STATE SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

(Member: National Society of Professional Engineers - NSPE)

47-15  Marathon Pkwy, Little Neck Hills, NY 11362-1255

Tel. No. (718) 961 4342   Fax: (718) 321 3929 e-mail: PetallidesPE@aol.com website: www.nspequeens.org

OFFICERS:

CHRIS PETALLIDES, PE GEORGE TAVOULAREAS, PE JOHN SGOUROS, PE JOSE VELASQUEZ, PE
President 1st Vice President 2nd Vice President Secretary/Treasurer

November 20, 2008
 
Dear Colleague,

The Queens Chapter – NYSSPE is soliciting contributions from Engineers and Architects in the NY 
area to help fund a lawsuit by the NY State Society of Professional Engineers (NYSSPE) against the 
City  of  New York.  As  you  probably  already  know,  the  NY City  Council  recently  passed  a  law 
changing  the  City  Charter,  at  the  insistence  of  Mayor  Bloomberg,  which  removed  the  licensure 
requirement from the Commissioner of the Department of Buildings. The new law now states that the 
Buildings  Commissioner  need  not  be  licensed.  Presently,  an  unlicensed  lay  person  is  Buildings 
Commissioner.

The  Queens  Chapter  is  leading  the  fight  in  the  NY  Metropolitan  area  AGAINST  the  Mayor’s 
irresponsible actions which endanger the public’s health, safety and welfare while undermining and 
diminishing both the Engineering and Architectural professions.

The Queens Chapter leadership is asking all Engineers and Architects to contribute to a legal fund 
which  will  support  the  NYSSPE legal  suit  against  the  City  of  New York.  Please  make whatever 
contribution is within your means.

It’s about time we stand up for our Profession and the people of New York!

Suggested contributions:

$1,000 ____  $ 750 ____  $ 500 ____   $ 250 ____   $ 100 ____   Other ____

Please make checks payable to: “Queens Chapter – NYSSPE” Memo: “Legal Fund”

Mail to: Jose A.Velasquez, P.E. - Treasurer 
Queens Chapter – NYSSPE
130-08  122 Street  (2nd Fl.)

South Ozone Park, NY 11420
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