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President’s Message  In This Issue 
By Brian Flynn, P.E.• President’s Message 

 President
• Next Meeting – Sept 28th @ 

6:30PM Welcome back, I hope everyone took some time to enjoy the 
sumer weather. It was a wonderful summer marred only by the 
Park's Department last minute cancellation of the PDC Picnic in 
August.  Now that fall has arrived, we are back in full swing with 
our schedule of Chapter Meetings and events. This month's 
meeting promises to be very interesting with our sponsor Hilti 
discussing Firestopping techniques. As you all know Professional 
Development Hours (PDH's) are available for free to our 
members at all of our meetings every month. In addition, the 
PDC has a lecture series for additional PDH's every month as 
well.  The next lecture on Tuesday, October 17 will most likely 
feature Tim Lynch, PE of the Building Department's Forensic 
Unit to discuss shoring and underpinning. 

• UPDATE – Dept. of Buildings 
News Brief 

• Useful Websites for Engineers 

• Profile of an Engineer 

• 2006 Meeting Schedule 

• Professional Directory and 
Sponsors 

• PIE August Newsletter 
(attached) 

I would like to announce the appointment of several individuals 
to head chapter committees. First is Sal Galletta, PE who will 
head our Committee for Political Action to spear head actions to 
promote licensed engineering, including the proposed resolution 
to create a position of Deputy Mayor for Infrastructure, who is a 
licensed engineer or registered architect. Ed Baird, PE has been 
appointed the Membership Chairman. James Manoussoff, PE is 
head of our Professional Development Committee. Robert 
LoPinto is continuing as the the head of the MathCounts 
Committee. Chris Petallides, PE will continue to report on the 
Building Department Industry Meetings as well as the sweeping 
zoning changes that affect our neighborhoods. I am continuing 
as the chairman of the 2006 Journal Committee which needs all 
of our help. These committees are how we can focus our efforts 
to accomplish our professional goals for the chapter. They are all 
worthwhile and I ask that you get involved in our success. 
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In an effort to reach out to the community and public officials, I 
would like to announce that the chapter is joining the Queens & 
Bronx Building Association. We are already members of the 
Queens Chamber of Commerce. This will allow all of our 
members to attend meetings by both of these organizations for 
networking with public officials and others. Look for notices of 
upcoming events. 

Our state chapter is sponsoring the Northeast Regional Meeting 
as part of the fall conference.  The meeting is from October 19th 
to the 21st in Saratoga Springs, NY.  It is a worthwhile 
conference to find out what the State (NYSSPE) is really doing to 
protect our license in Albany. 

Finally, I would like to thank our outgoing President, Chris 
Petallides, PE for his continued support and efforts for his 
colleagues and his community.  Chris made it look too easy, but 
it took a tremendous effort on his part over the past few years to 
push us forward.   

__________________________________________________ 

Queens & Bronx Building Association 

The chapter is joining the QBBA in an effort to network with 
public officials and others in our industry.  The 2006 QBBA 
Building & Design Awards entries must be submitted by October 
16.  The awards will be presented at the awards gala on 
December 7th.  The Annual Trade Show is to be held at Terrace 
on the Park from 5:30 - 9 PM on Wednesday October 25th.  More 
information will be available at the Chapter Meeting, September 
28th. 

Upcoming Meeting Information 
Our Next Chapter Meeting 

Thursday September 28, 2006 – 6:30 PM 

At the first meeting since the summer break, we will be 
showcasing a presentation by the Hilti Corporation discussing 
products and methods to improve Firestopping in structures. 

Location:  

422 Weaver Ave., Fort Totten, New York 

 

 

 

http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=professional+design+center,+422+weaver+avenue,+11359&om=1&ll=40.790614,-73.788171&spn=0.016278,0.029268&t=h
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Sal Galletta,  
P.E. 

(212) 788-8199 

Gregory 
Georges,  
P.E. 

(718) 274-4800 

Michael 
Karantinidis,  
P.E. 

(718) 726-2226 

 

Please Note: 
Members are advised that the 
Queens Chapter meeting on 
Thursday, March 23 will be held at 
our Fort Totten office. At the Fort 
Totten gate tell the guard you are a 
member of the P.E. Society and that 
your name is on the list that they 
keep there. Any non-members and 
guests not placed on the list will be 
denied entrance-If this happens the 
guest should ask the guard to call 
the phone number on the 
membership list. A board member 
will then come down to bring the 
guest in 

. 

Computer and Office 
Donations Needed 
Is your firm or company updating its 
computer or other office equipment 
and planning to get rid of the older 
systems? If so, please consider 
donating such equipment to the 
Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE. 

The Queens Chapter is seeking 
donations of computer and cffice 
equipment. For more information 
contact Chris Petallides, Queens 
Chapter President  at 718-961-4342 

 
 

Hotline for Members 
Are you an NSPE member with a 
question about engineering ethics, 
licensure, or law? If so, call 888-285-
NSPE (6773) or e-mail 
legal@nspe.org. Please provide your 
9-digit NSPE member number.  

Department of Buildings News Brief  
by Chris Petallides, P.E.

 

Monthly Industry Meetings at the Queens Department of 
Buildings (DOB) continued to be held on a regular basis during 
the summer, all of which were well attended. The latest one was 
held on Tuesday, August 29, ’06, where Hon. Derek Lee, RA, -
Acting Borough Commissioner and other DOB key staff members 
briefed about 20 attendees (PE’s & RA’s only) on the latest staff 
and procedural changes, designed to further streamline the 
various filing processes. The biggest single procedural change 
announced at that meeting was agenda Item No. 4, namely, 
Professional Certification Pre-screening. This procedural 
change was to go into affect on Tuesday, September 6, 2006, 
(the first business day after Labor Day ‘06) and it called for all 
professionally certified New Building (NB) Applications 
andAlteration Applications Type 1 (ALT. I), i.e., all applications 
going for new Certificates of Occupancy (CO’s) to be pre-
screened at the time of pre-filing to ascertain compliance with 
major zoning requirements, i.e., zoning designation, minimum 
lot size, density, setbacks and height restrictions, floor area and 
open space (lot coverage) restrictions, etc. During the 3-5 day 
pre-screening period, the subject application will be held in a 
“SUSPENDED” mode, until it is either “APPROVED” or 
“DISAPPROVED”. If it is approved, the previously accepted 
procedure will be followed, including the 20% random audits. If 
it is disapproved, the applicant of record will be so notified in 
order to make the necessary corrections before further action is 
taken. The purpose of pre-screening all Pro-Cert NB’s and ALT. 
I’s is to help catch any major zoning errors which plagued the 
professional certification process in the past, either deliberate or 
inadvertent, which caused not only embarrassment to the design 
professions (all of us) and the Department but also caused undo 
financial hardship to some homeowner and/or community 
criticism of our professional integrity and the Departments ability 
and/or willingness to enforce the law. 

Both the AIA and the NSPE Queens Chapters approve and 
endorse the DOB’s initiative in this respect. We anticipate and 
hope that this initiative will go a long way in debugging the “Pro-
Cert” process, for everyone's benefit. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:legal@nspe.org


 
  

CSI Announcement 
by Scott J. Tobias, AHC, CSI, CDT

New Members CSI Metro NY Chapter Secretary

The Metropolitan New York Construction Specifications 
Institute is pleased to invite you to attend the 2  Annual 
Trade Show & Education Conference Event to be held on 
Wednesday, September 27, 2006 at Gotham Hall. The show is 
co-sponsored by the NY Chapter USGBC, AIA New York Chapter, 
NY Industrial Retention Network, Industrial & Technical 
Assistance Corporation and Professional Women in Construction.

nd
Chapter President Brian Flynn, P.E. 
would like to welcome our newest 
members, who we look forward to 
seeing at a meeting in the near 
future: 

• Steve Chon, P.E.; Flushing 

 
This year’s show will feature Bradford Perkins, Principal, Perkins 
Eastman Architects and networking expert, Michael Goldberg of 
Building Blocks Consulting. Ten (10) individual, accredited 
seminars will be presented throughout the day  
from 8 AM to 4 PM with an opportunity to earn up to six (6) free 
AIA/CES-H.S.W. credits.  Additionally, you will want to take 
advantage of the more than 40 exhibitor booths on site featuring 
specialized products, services and information vital to your field.

 

 There are no entry or seminar fees.  Show hours are 9 am to 7 
pm with seminars starting at 8 am and a cocktail hour at 5 pm.  
Please mark your calendar to join us for an exciting educational 
opportunity you won’t want to miss!  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 4 of 16 

http://www.nspe.org/pemagazine.asp
http://www.nspe.org/pecampaign.asp
http://www.nspe.org/product_detail.asp?cntProductSection=0&cntProduct=431&strKeywordList=&intPosition=1


Page 5 of 16 

 

Chapter Seeks Donations to 
PDC Library 
The Queens Chapter is still seeking 
donations of books for the 
Professional Design Center Library 

Queens Chapter President Brian 
Flynn would like all to know that the 
Professional Design Center Library is 
still in need of Books, Magazines and 
other materials. The Queens Chapter 
is asking all members to donate any 
reference material, such as 
textbooks, catalogs and product 
literature that they can.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Useful websites for Engineers: 
 

National Society of  
Professional Engineers 

www.nspe.org

New York State Society of  
Professional Engineers 

www.nysspe.org

  
American Institute of Architects www.AIA.org
American Engineering Alliance www.aeaworld.org
  
American Institute of  
Chemical Engineers 

www.aiche.org

Amercian Society of  
Automotive Engineers 

www.sae.org

  
American Petroleum Institute www.api.org
American Society of Civil Engineers www.asce.org
  
American Society of  
Engineering Education 

www.asee.org

American Society of Heating,  
Refrigeration and Air Conditioning 

www.ashrae.org

American Society of  
Mechanical Engineers 

www.asme.org

American Society of  
Plumbing Engineers 

www.aspe.org

  
American Welding Society www.aws.org
Society of Petroleum Engineers www.spe.org
Society of  
Fire Protection Engineers 

www.sfpe.org

Institute of Electrical and  
Electronics Engineers, Inc. 

www.ieee.org

  
City of New York www.nyc.gov
NY State Senate senate.state.ny.us
NY State Assembly assembly.state.ny.us
NY City Council nyccouncil.info
The White House whitehouse.gov
  
Ed Turner 
Responsible Charge 

www.responsiblecharge.com

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.nspe.org/
http://www.nysspe.org/
http://www.aia.org/
http://www.aeaworld.org/
http://www.aiche.org/
http://www.sae.org/
http://www.api.org/
http://www.asce.org/
http://www.asee.org/
http://www.ashrae.org/
http://www.asme.org/
http://www.aspe.org/
http://www.aws.org/
http://www.spe.org/
http://www.sfpe.org/
http://www.ieee.org/
http://www.nyc.gov/
http://www.senate.state.ny.us/
http://www.assembly.state.ny.us/
http://www.nyccouncil.info/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/
http://www.responsiblecharge.com/
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Profile of an Engineer 
by Chris Petallides, P.E.

 
.

 

BERNARD HABER, P.E. 

 

Bernard Haber, P.E. has had two outstanding simultaneous 
careers, his 48 year professional career and his 36 year civic 
career. In both he has been honored as one of the outstanding 
engineers in the New York metropolitan area and one of the 
most involved and knowledgeable citizen in New York City 
affairs. 

Bernard Haber is a CCNY Civil Engineering graduate of the class 
of 1951. Until his retirement in 2001 he was the Managing 
Partner in the 118 year old firm, Hardesty & Hanover, LLP, 
Consulting Engineers, NYC, the oldest and one of the largest 
bridge design firms in the Country. He started with the firm in 
1953 after his discharge as a Lieutenant from the U.S. Air Force. 
Mr. Haber specialized in the design, inspection and rehabilitation 
of bridges, highways, and transit systems. In 1961 he became 
an Associate of the firm and in 1972 he was invited into the 
partnership becoming a Senior Partner in 1981 and Managing 
Partner in 1995. 

(Continued next page) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quick Links 
 

.Hardesty & Hanover, LLP

City College

U.S. Air Force

Cross Bronx Expressway

MTA Bridges and Tunnels

George Washington Bridge

Third Ave Bridge

Greenpoint Avenue Bridge

New York State Thruway Authority

Bayside Historical Society

 

 

 

 

http://www.hardesty-hanover.com/
http://www1.ccny.cuny.edu/
http://www.af.mil/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cross-Bronx_Expressway
http://www.mta.info/bandt/index.html
http://www.panynj.gov/CommutingTravel/bridges/html/gwb.html
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/bridges/bridges/3rdave.html
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dot/html/bridges/bridges/green.html
http://www.nysthruway.gov/index.shtml
http://www.baysidehistorical.org/
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(Profile of an Engineer: Bernard Haber – cont’d)

 

Under his direction his firm designed, inspected, rehabilitated, or 
reconstructed thousands of bridges throughout the United 
States, especially in the New York Metropolitan Area. A few 
N.Y.C. bridge design, rehabilitation and reconstruction projects 
under his responsibility were: 

• Cross Bronx Expressway 

• Interstate Route 80 

• Bruckner/Cross Bronx Expressway / Hutchinson River 
Parkway Interchange 

• Whitestone/Van Wyck Expressway/ Grand Central Parkway 
Interchange 

• Triborough, Whitestone, Throg’s Neck and Verrazano 
Suspension Bridges 

• George Washington Suspension Bridge 

• The new Third Avenue Swing Bridge across the Harlem River, 

•  The new Willis Ave Vertical Lift Bridge across the Harlem 
River (to be constructed) 

• The new Greenpoint Avenue Bascule Bridge across Newton 
Creek 

• The new 9th Street Vertical Lift Bridge across the Gowanus 
Canal 

• The NYC Transit Linden Yard Development Program 

An event that was a tragic highlight of his career was the 
collapse of the Schoharie Creek Bridge on the New York State 
Thruway [NYSTA] on April 5, 1987 during one of the worst floods 
of the State’s history, killing 10 motorists and severing the 
Thruway. The next day Mr. Haber was asked by Governor Mario 
Cuomo and the NYSTA to determine the cause of the collapse 
and to design the replacement bridge. The design and 
construction of the new 720 ft long, 115 ft wide and almost 80 ft 
high bridge reconnecting the severed thruway was completed in 
only 8 months, a record NYSTA project. 

(Continued next page) 
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(Profile of an Engineer: Bernard Haber – cont’d)

 

There are very few New York City major bridges and arterial 
roadways that Bernard Haber did not have a hand in during his 
48 year professional career at Hardesty & Hanover. In addition 
to his projects around New York City, his bridge and design work 
carried him to many States and Europe. From 1975 until his 
retirement he served as the Consulting Engineer to the Niagara 
Falls Bridge Commission which operates three major 
international bridges between the US and Canada including the 
world famous Rainbow Arch Bridge, also known as the 
honeymoon bridge, at the base of Niagara Falls. At the time of 
his retirement he was involved in the design of the new $2.5 
Billion Woodrow Wilson Bridge project across the Potomac River 
in Washington D.C. 

In 1981 the American Society of Civil Engineers [ASCE], 
Metropolitan Section selected Mr. Haber as the “Engineer of 
the Year” and in 2004 awarded him the Thomas C. Kavavagh 
Service Award. In 1989 the City College of New York awarded 
him the Engineering School’s “Career Achievement Medal”. In 
1998 the American Consulting Engineering Council [ACEC] gave 
Mr. Haber the “Engineering Service Medal” for his work on 
behalf of his City, State and Nation. The New York Association of 
Consulting Engineers [NYACE], representing more than 300 
consulting firms throughout the State of New York selected him 
as the “2001 Engineer of the Year” for his contributions to 
the engineering profession, community and association. In 2002 
the New York State Senate awarded him the “Senate Liberty 
Medal” for his exceptional achievements and dedication on 
behalf of the people of the State of New York. In 2004 the City 
College awarded him the prestigious “Townsend Harris Medal” 
for his post graduate achievements. He has been honored by the 
U.S. Congress, the NYS Legislature and the New York City 
Council for his community and civic work. He was the recipient 
of the “2005 Mayor’s Award for Excellence in Science and 
Technology” for his engineering achievements.  

He has been a member of the New York State Society of 
Professional Engineers and the Queens Chapter since 1956. He 
has served as Chairman of the American Consulting Engineering 
Council’s [ACEC] National Transportation Committee and was a 
Director and Vice President of the New York Association of 
Consulting Engineers. He is a past  
President and a current Director of the Planning and Design 
Division of the American Road and Transportation Builders 
Association. He is a fellow and Life member of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers, and the National Society of 
Professional Engineers and is a licensed professional engineer in 
many States. Mr. Haber retired as a Lieutenant Colonel from 
the U.S. Air Force Reserves after 23 years of service. 

(Continued next page) 
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(Profile of an Engineer: Bernard Haber – cont’d)

 

Mr. Haber published more than 40 professional papers on 
engineering and civic issues and helped author the book for the 
long range plan for New York City”New York Ascendant” while 
he was a member of the “Mayor’s Commission on the Year 
2000” 1984 to 1988. He has lectured extensively at most 
engineering schools and at public forums on bridges, 
infrastructure rehabilitation, zoning and community involvement 
and “Why Bridges Fail”. 

His career in Community Involvement, using his engineering 
expertise, is as important as his professional career was, having 
carried on both simultaneously. In the 19060’s Mr. Haber 
became an active participant in New York City affairs. He was 
appointed to the newly established Community Board [1969] in 
his district of Northeast Queens, elected as the first Vice Chair in 
1972 and became the Chair when Claire Schulman moved to 
Borough Hall to eventually become the Queens Borough 
President. Mr. Haber served as the elected Chair of the Board 
[Community Board 11], involved in ever aspect of the life of his 
district in Northeast Queens for more than 30 years, retiring in 
2002. He remains on the Board chairing the transportation 
committee. During that time he also served on many other City 
boards and commissions notably the “Mayors Commission on the 
Year 2000” [1984-1988] and the “NYC Industrial 
Development Agency” and the “NYC Capital Resource 
Corporation” [since 1986] where he continues to serve as the 
Director of the two Agencies. After his retirement as Community 
Board Chair he continues to  serve as the Chair of the Queens 
County Traffic Safety Board, Co-chair of the Queens County 
Zoning Task Force, and is a member of the NYC Procurement 
Policy Advisory Board. He is also the Chairperson of the New 
York State Northeastern Queens Nature and Historical 
Perseveration Commission [NYSNEQC].  

Locally he is a life member of the Bayside Historical Society, a 
Director of the Douglaston Civic Association and a member of the 
Udall’s Cove Preservation Committee. In May of 2002 he was 
elected President of the Douglas Manor Association, a 600 home 
residential area. In 2003 he was elected to the Board of 
Directors of St. Mary’s Hospital for Children, Queens. 
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2006 Chapter Meeting Schedule 

Mark Your Calendar 
 
For your convenience the Queens County Chapter NYSSPE
meeting schedule is provided below. 

Directors’ meetings and general meetings are held on the second
and fourth Thursdays of each month except November and
December meetings which will be held on the first and third
Thursday of the month due to holidays. So mark your calendar.
The schedule is as follows: 

Directors’ Meeting  
(6:30 PM)

Membership Meeting 
(6:30PM)

September 14, 2006 September  28, 2006 

October 12, 2006 October 26, 2006 

November 9, 2006 November 23, 2006 

December 7, 2006 December 21, 2006 
 



 Professional Services Directory 
The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their respective products 
or services. However the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility for these advertisers’ products or 
services. 

  
Email: shapiroengineers@worldnet.att.net        . 

  

  

 

SIDERIS ENGINEERS P.C.  
Consulting Engineers 

 
217-22 Northern Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361 

Tel 718-224-9091   Fax 718-224-9143    
 

Chris M. Sideris, P.E.    Filolaos T. Kefalas, P.E. 
T.C. Sideris, P.E.    (1923-2005) 

 

 

Page 11 of 16 

mailto:shapiroengineers@worldnet.att.net


(Professional Services Directory, cont’d.)  

The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their respective products 
or services. However the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility for these advertisers’ products or 
services. 

 
 

 

 

  

 

YOUR CARD HERE!!! 

Contact the Editor
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Sponsors 
The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their respective products 
or services. However the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility for these advertisers’ products or 
services. 

Material Engineering and Services 

Please Patronize our Sponsors! 
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(Material Engineering and Services, cont’d.)  

The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their respective products 
or services. However the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility for these advertisers’ products or 
services. 

 

 

�  
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 Order Form 
 
The Queens Chapter of the National Society of Professional Engineers will publish the chapter’s 2006 Annual 
Membership Directory. Our members are found in key government agency positions, as well as senior and 
partner positions in private engineering firms, which design, specify and consult on Construction projects 
throughout the Metropolitan area.  When they need to find a source for specific requirements they turn to their 
annual Queens NSPE Membership Directory.  Now you and your firm can reach these key decision making 
individuals when they are looking for your services by placing an ad in the up coming 2006 Queens NSPE 
Membership directory. 
 
Attached is an order form to place an advertisement in the 2006 Membership Directory. 
 
In addition to our annual journal, the Queens Engineering Society Sponsors numerous events and seminars to 
further inform our members of the new developments in industry.  We hope that you will help support our 
efforts. Please see the order form on the next page 
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QUEENS COUNTY CHAPTER 
OFTHE NEW YORK STATE SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS 

 
OFFICERS: 

 
BRIAN E. FLYNN, PE GEORGE L. TAVOULAREAS, PE JOHN SGOUROS, PE FIL KEFALAS, PE 

President 1st Vice President 2nd Vice President Treasurer 
 

Please reserve an ad as indicated below in the 2006 Queens Chapter Membership Directory.  
Enclosed is our check in the amount of $__________________ for the size ad selected below: 

 
 (STANDARD AD POSITIONS (BLACK & WHITE ADS) 

� Full Page Ad (7-1/2” deep x 4-1/4” wide).........................$400.00 
� One-Half Page Ad (3-3/4” deep x 4-1/4” wide)…………...$ 300.00 
� One-Third Page Ad (2-1/2” deep x 4-1/4”)………………..$ 165.00 
 

SPECIAL POSITIONS (BLACK & WHITE ADS)  
� Back Cover (7-1/2” deep x 4-1/4” wide) ...................................... $ 800.00 
� Inside Front Cover (7-1/2” x 4-1/4” wide).................................... $ 700.00 
� Inside Back Cover (7-1/2” x 4-1/4”)............................................. $ 600.00 
� Page 1 (7-1/2 x 4-1/4”) ................................................................. $ 550.00 
� Forward (7-1/2” x 4-1/4”) (Before Member Section) ................... $ 500.00 
 
                                     ADDITIONAL CHARGES 
�  Spot (Single) Color (Each Color) Please choose color below….... $ 160.00 
 �  Red      �  Blue     �  Green     �  Yellow 
�  Four-Color Process (Full Color Ad with red, blue, green and yellow)$ 800.00 

                        

 Company/Organization________________________________________________   

 Individual ___________________________________________________  

 Address ___________________________________________________  

City, State & Zip ____________________________________________________ 

 Telephone  ___________________________________________________  

 Fax ___________________________________________________  

 Signature ___________________________________________________  

Please make your checks payable to the Queens Chapter – NYSSPE.  Mail your check with this order form to: 
Queens Chapter NYSSPE Reference & Membership Directory 

C/O Brian E. Flynn, P.E. 
President, Queens Chapter NYSSPE 

78-66 79th Place, Glendale, NY 11385 
Telephone (718) 894-7822   Fax (718) 894-7833 

 
Please include your Artwork or camera ready copy.  Artwork Specifications (Computer Formats): PDF; P65; EPS 
(INQUIRE); TIF; BMP; Others. Camera ready copy accepted OR We’ll Make Your AD for You. Please email your 
computer format artwork to: BEFlynnPE@aol.com  or mail it on computer media in PC format to our office: 78-66 79th 
Place, Glendale, NY 11385.  In order to meet the printing schedule, all ads & order forms must be received no later than 
October 31st, 2006 

mailto:reidman@nyc.rr.com


P R A C T I C I N G  I N S T I T U T E  O F  E N G I N E E R I N G ,  

 

 

AUGUST E-NEWSLETTER 

Hello and welcome to the brand-new monthly e-
newsletter from the Practicing Institute of Engi-
neering, Inc.  These are exciting times at PIE as we 
move our headquarters to a larger office and work 
on finalizing both our procedures manual and our 
brand new website.  We will be keeping you up-to-
date on all these projects as they develop. 

Welcome PIE Members! Volume I, Issue I, Aug,.‘06 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Q:  How does one apply the fee schedule for a Program/
Course Submittal? 
 
A: Well there are two portions to the payment schedule for a 
Program/Course Submittal.  The first part is a course evalua-
tion fee.  This fee is $25, and it is waived if the Training Pro-
vider has a PIE Certified Evaluator willing to evaluate their 
course for them prior to submitting it to PIE. 

The Second part is the course registration fee.  This 
fee is either $75 (for not-for-profit Training Providers,) or $175 
(for a commercial Training Provider).  How do you know 
which category you fall under?  Well the distinction is made by 
the type of entity the Training Provider is, in terms of how they 
file their taxes.  If they don’t file as a not-for-profit, they can-
not get their course registered at the non-for-profit rate.  It does 
not matter whether or not the Training Provider stands to profit 
from the actual seminar. 
 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 
Questions or comments? E-mail us at nbkriss@nysppe.org or call 518-283-7493 

Have questions about PIE?  
Send them our way! 

More Details 

The Office of the Professions over at the State Education De-
partment has vast amounts of continuing education materials to 
oversee.  In order to review course approvals expeditiously, of-
tentimes it will be something as simple as a course title which 
catches their eye and causes them to ask that a course be pulled.  
The regulations state that our Professional Engineering continu-
ing education courses must focus on technical engineering con-
tent.  The easiest and quickest way to find those courses which 
may not be of technical content is to look at the titles.  Many 
times a course will be pulled just based on the title alone. 
 
Here are some examples of these “red-flag” titles: 
Project Management Bootcamp 
“Company Name” Spring Seminar  

Important Information Update:  Course Titles 

PIE Membership Meeting 
will be held  
October 20th, 2006, from 
1:30 to 2:30 pm, in conjunc-
tion with the NYYSPE Fall 
Meeting.  The Fall Meeting 
will take place at the Sara-
toga Hotel Conference Cen-
ter in Saratoga, NY.  As the 
meeting date approaches, 
information will be posted 
on the NYSSPE website, 
which you can access at 
www.nysspe.org. 

SAVE THE DATE! 

mailto:nbkriss@nysppe.org?subject=PIE%20Mailing%20List�
mailto:nbkriss@nysppe.org?subject=PIE%20Newsletter�
http://forum.projectshapeshift.net/viewtopic.php?p=696204#696204�


 
Q: What is a Professional Development Hour (PDH) and how does it relate to a Con-
tinuing Education Unit (CEU)? 
 
A: A Professional Development Hour is one contact hour of at least 50 minutes in duration.  
Most continuing education providers give credit in hours; however, you may also see credit 
given in Continuing Education Units (CEU’S). 
 
One CEU equals 10 contact hours.  Therefore, .1 CEU equals one contact hour.  To convert 
CEU’s to contact hours, multiply by 10.  The convert contact hours to CEU’s, divide the 
contact hour by ten. 
 
 
Q: As an instructor of a PIE approved Continuing Education program or course, am I 
eligible to receive PDH credit?  And, if so, how much credit? 
 
A: The preparation and teaching of a course accredited by an approved NYS Sponsor (such 
as PIE) and in an acceptable subject area is a legitimate Continuing Education Activity.  Pro-
fessional Development Hours credited for this activity can include actual instructional time 
plus preparation time, which may be up to 2 additional hours for each hour taught.  Teaching 
experience will not be accepted if you have taught the course for more than one occasion 
without presenting substantially new or revised material. 

Thank You All For Reading 
and 

See You Next Issue! 
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Székely Engineering is a Consulting Engineering firm providing complete Mechanical/Electrical/Plumbing/Fire Protection engineering services for the design and 
construction industry, from feasibility studies and schematics through project occupancy, as well as expert testimony in cases of construction related litigation. Explanations 
& Examples is a publication of irregular interval aimed at educating our clients, present and potential, as to what we do, and why we do it. The information presented herein is 
general in nature, and is in no way meant to be applied without consulting a qualified licensed design professional. 
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