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Last week, past presidents Joel Miele, Brian Flynn and I attended
the annual NYSSPE conference in Saratoga, NY. The conference
was well attended by engineers from all parts of NY State. One of
the society’s goals is to protect our license from others. As I write
this message, other groups, professions and individuals are trying
Board of Directors to dilute the value and integrity that our license brings us. NSPE
George L. President. is the only organization that is looking out for the interests of all
Tavoulareas, P.E. (718) 894-7822 professional engineers. Whether it be the land surveyors and their
John Sgouros, P.E. Ist Vice Pres. attempts to restrict us from adding to plot plans to the City of
(718) 956-3488 . T : .
Treasurer NY's attempt to require all special inspection agencies to spend
(718)323-0754tens of thousands of dollars in yearly fees for accreditation,
NYSSPE is looking out for you. Due to the bad economic times, I
am also sad to report that we were told the state lost two hundred
members last year. We need you to recruit new members to OUR
society and I need your help.

Jose Valasquez, P.E.

Secretary )
Tony Paolo Several weeks ago I e-mailed all Chapter members the proposed

Editor/Publisher DOB special inspections amendment requesting your feedback.
Tony DiRuggiero You can view this proposed amendment by clicking

www.nyc.gov/html/dob/downloads/rules/rule_101-
www.nspequeens.org (06_proposed.pdf

Please forward your comments to me by next Monday and
remember the public comment period ends on July 8, 2010.
During the conference we had an MCPC (five NYC chapter
presidents) meeting and we discussed the proposed amendment.
The five chapters object to the current agency structure language
that will be construed as allowing Incs./general business
SOME RIEHTS AESERVED corporations from performing these inspections by hiring a
professional engineer as their director. This will lead to rubber
stamping. Special inspections are the practice of engineering and
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in accordance with NYS law we believe that only professional

engineers (sole proprietor), engineering firms with a certificate of
T ENENE NN IS uthorization and the handful of grandfathered engineering Incs.

g (27010;)/27%(;?0416 are the only entities that are allowed to perform these inspections.
o 2008/2010 One other major concern with the proposed amendment is trades
Chris Petallides, 2004/2005 people, ie. plumbers, fire alarm contractors, etc. signing off on a
218, 1998/2000 handful of inspections. Some of these inspections involve life
o i, 5701082)/;&}3'4342 safety and we are adamantly opposed to them signing off on
PE. (718) 756-0320 these inspections. For example, plumbers, according to the
Sal Galletta, 2000/2002 amendment will now be able to signoff on drywells, detention
ii'] Miele. Jr. (1291926)/]798985;8199 tanks, standpipes, etc. There is more to drywells then just pipes.
PE. (718) 8942222 DO plumbers know what 34-inch crushed stone is and where it
Chris Sideris, 1994/1996 goes? I don't think so. Joe Pasaturo, PE, NYSSPE, President of the
%ft-mLO bt (179{)%)/1292;29091 Staten Island Chapter and MCPC is drafting a letter to the DOB’s
PE. ’ (718) 7467122 Director Alan Price, PE summarizing our concerns. A letter to the

City of New York'’s Corporation Counsel (law department) has been
sent by the state chapter of NYSSPE informing them of our
concerns. There are major changes to the special inspection

requirements as shown in APPENDIX A and I urge everyone who
performs special inspections to read the proposed amendment and
Directors 2008-2010 Appendix A.

(718) 274-4800

Gregory Georges, PE
Mike Karantinidis, 718) 482-0800 . . . :
PE, (718) 48208009 the NYC Fire code. The Powerpoint presentation can be viewed

Last week James Hansen, PE provided the chapter with a seminar

John Kepertis, P.E.
Saeed Ainechi, P.E.
Issam Aburafeh, P.E.

(718) 343-6989 gt :
(718) 544-7878 \\\ww.nvc.gov/html/fdn

resentation_10
(718) 276920055 9. draft. pdf

df/firecode/fc_aia_nyc

The lecture was well attended and we had approximately thirty

engineers and several architects in attendance. FDNY has many
rules and regulations in the Fire code and it appears that the FDNY
Directors 2008-2009 is trying to put sprinklers in all buildings, new and existing.

James Manoussoff,

PE. Dr. James Yarmus attended last month’s meeting and summarized
Bernard HaberP.E. (718) 224 2146 his accomplishments as president of NYSSPE. He also presented
16,1 SliFypily L1, (516) 791-2300 hast President Chris Petallides, PE a presidential certificate for his
Xenophon Caviris, —516) 757 1687many years of service to the society. I look forward to giving the

PE.
Bt SR, 212 594 4340certiﬁcate to Chris when he returns. I would also like to thank Dr.
PE. (212) 594- Yarmus, PE for his service and I want to wish incoming NYSSPE,

Robert Weiner, P.E. President Louise Doyle, PE a successful term. Louise will attend

one of our general membership meetings at the end of the year.

Lastly, I want to wish everyone a safe and healthy summer and I
hope to see you at the next general membership meeting.
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Next Meeting

The next general membership meeting will be held on Thursday, June 24" at 6:30PM
There will be a charge of $10 for members and $25 for non-members.

Mr. Alfred Webb of Airside Products Sales, Inc. will present when fire, smoke, and
combination fire smoke dampers should be used, how the code requires they be
controlled or monitored, and what are the various requirements for installation,.
The following topics will be covered:
- Various codes

Portions of the current codes

Application of the current codes

Products available

UL requirements

Professional Opportunity

The basic job description will have the selected candidate: Reviewing calculations and
drawings , using your PE stamp to sign off on both of those. Running a team of 4-5
piping designers, duties will mostly be in the Manhattan office but will be required to be
on site for field QA/QC checks and interfacing with sub-contractors.

Regards,

Tom Doak ProEnergy Services
Senior Recruiter 2001 ProEnergy Blvd.
tdoak@proenergyservices.com Sedalia, Missouri 65301

660-829-5100 Office
660-827-0469 fax

http://www.proenergyservices.com
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Meeting Minutes

State Engineering & Land Surveying Board meeting-Friday 6-11-10
The board reviewed the following issues during the public part of the meeting:

1. Question: When a municipality or agency requires that an engineer provide a
signed a sealed document, is all of the work needed to produce that document
considered to be the practice of engineering?

2. Special Inspections: NYC DOB is implementing the final rules. State board is
sending a clarification to DOB. NYS DOE is working to establish legislation for all
professions where local municipalities are by passing state law. Letter previously
sent to DOB that all special inspections are considered the practice of engineering.

3. Discussed energy audit program being implemented by NYC may result in illegal
practice.

4. Committee Reports - 25% non professional ownership will not make it through the
legislature. The medical profession strongly opposes this bill. There may also be
unintended consequences as a result. - Condominium law involving real property
law and property subdivision falls under the practice of Land Surveying. - The
proposed definition of Land Surveying is very broad and includes planning, which is

considered the practice of engineering.

MCPC Meeting Friday 6-11-10
The Municipal Chapter Presidents Council (of the five boroughs) considered the following

issues:
1. Issuing letter to DOB in support of the NYSDOE position that special inspections
are the practice of engineering.
2. Discussed the Expediter issue and the illegal practice of engineering.
3. Presidents are encouraged to attend the commissioner's DOB EAR (Engineers &
Architects Roundtable) and is held monthly.
4. Reviewed and commented on the proposed rules for Progress Inspections and the

Energy Code requirements for design and Progress Inspections.
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PEPP Meeting Saturday - 6-12-10
The Professional Engineers in Private Practice division met with the Professional

Engineers in Construction (PEC) to discuss the following issues:

1.
2.

Reviewed the new structure of special inspection agencies in NYC.

Requested clarification from NYS Board of Engineers and Land Surveyors on the
following question, does the requirement of an engineer's signature and seal by a
municipality also define the work leading up to the form also is the practice of
engineering?

Accreditation of special inspection agencies was investigated by PIE as a potential
accreditation agency. PIE does not appear to be capable at this time due to the
limited market of only Class 1 Agencies requiring accreditation.

The NYS energy code will require energy audits that require a PE or RA.
Additional qualifications may also be needed.

Continue to file complaints with the OPD against unlicensed individuals as well as

fellow professionals that abuse their privileges or practice unprofessionally.
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NYSSPE Board of Directors Meeting - Saturday 6-12-10
This is a summary of the meeting highlights:

1.

NYPE magazine will no longer be issued quarterly after this year. It will only be
issued for the June Meeting, with the current membership roster. It will be
replaced by the email news letters currently sent out every week.

The state has lost 200 members from last year and is experiencing an operating
loss as a result.

Marc Kriss, our council and lobbyist, discussed the current pending legislation.
NYS has serious deficits. Bills advocated include QBS, modifying corporate forms
of practice to include 25% non-professional ownership and the geologists bill which
allows engineers to practice geology but geologists can not practice engineering.
The National Society may allow state only or national only memberships in the
future. A vote will be held at the national meeting this year.

Reports were given by FEE, PIE and STEM.

Reports by the practice divisions, PEG, PEI, PEC, PEPP

7. New Business: The board endorsed Angelo Santabarbara, PE, who is running for

office in the NYS Assembly. The endorsement was to promote community

involvement of all of our members.
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8. Professional Services Directory

The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their

respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility
for these advertisers products or services.

SHAPIRO ENGINEERING, P.C.

ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING « ENVIRONMENTAL LABORATORY

ELLIOT J. SHAPIRO, P.E.

Miles Fisher, P.E. Chairman, Board of Directors
ROBERT A. LO PINTO, P.E.
Fire and Building Code Services, Inc. President
10 East Merrick Road. Suite 308 181 SOUTH FRANKLIN AVE., SUITE 305
Valley Stream. New Y’OI'k 11580 VALLEY STREAM, NEW YORK 11581-1101
Tel: 516-256-7780. Ext. 201 516 791-2300 (FAX) 516 791-0782
g?;l 551166_%7§769-77;8935 Email: shapiroengineers@worldnet.att.net

E-mail: miles@firecodeservices.com

(718) 274-4800

IssAM M. ABOURAFEH, P.E.

FAX (718) 274-4849 PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER
y /
VALUE ENGINEERING ,
Consulting, P.C. ,
Engineers and Designers

ARCHITECTS ENGINEERS PLANNERS

CROSS ISLAND PLAZA

1 33-2 3 BROOKVILLE BLvD., SUITE 208
GREGORY G GEORGES, PE 3005 30th AVENUE ROSEDALE, NY 11422
PRESIDENT LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 11102

EMAIL? ISBAMDiMA-ARCHITESTES.cOM TEL (718) 276-9200
Fax ("718) 2760722

Instant Micrqﬁfm Associates Inc

SIDERIS ENGINEERS P.C.
*Microfilming*Copies of Plans* Consulling Engineers
\Notary Facsimes*S1 Obatrction Bonds" 217-22 Northern Boulevard
I I 4
*Engineering & Architectural Services* Bayside, New York 711367

Tel 718-224-9091 Fax 718-224-9143
123-23 82 Avenue Kew Gardens NY 11415 . . . s
Tel: 718 268 8600 Fax: 718 793.5247 | CHIS M. S’ﬂi’_"g;dfj . f";ﬁ‘;‘:j‘;ﬂ'gj’@”% F.E.
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The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility

for these advertisers products or services.

Tel: 718-544-5105 Fax: 718-544-0031

JOSEPH HOROWITZ

Professional Engineer

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING
ENVIRONMENTAL PROJECT MANAGEMENT

76-06 137™ Street
Flushing, NY 11367

ASA Consulting Englneers, R.C.

SAM S.AINECHI, M.S,, P.E.

Licensed Professional Engineer

125-10 Queens Blvd.
Suite 318, Silver Towers
Kew Gardens, NY 11415

Tel. 718-544-7878
Fax: 718-544-7884

Chris Petallides, P.E., N.S.P.E.
CONSULTING ENGINEER

TEL: 718 961 4342
FAX: 718 321 3929
EMAIL: PetallidesPE @aol.com

47-15 Marathon Pkwy.
Little Neck Hills, N.Y. 11362

TellFax: (718) 323-0754
Cell: (917) 2460 ~¢€
E-Mail: JAVBINTGRO@AOL.COM

130-08 122nd, Street 2nd FI.
South Ozone Park, NY 11420

Jose A. Velasquez, P.€
Master of Civil Engineering
Master of Economics
New York State Licensed Professional Engineer

« Consultant

« Building Inspections

« Certificates of Occupancy
* Engineering Reports

« Permits & Alterations
« Structural Design

* Legalizations

* Removal of Violations

N.Y.S. P.E. License # 069956
Cell (347) 528-6038

Brian E. Flynn
Professional Engineer
Home & Building Inspections

Pheone (718) 894-7822
Fax. (718) 894-7833

BEFlynnPE@aol.com

78-66 79th Place
Glendale, NY 11385

HERMES/Hephaistos

Manufacturer of c-joists,
metal studs ¢ accessories

& Diutsion of Fephatstas Butldtng Suppites

Warehouse: 24-02 37th Avenue
Astoria, NY 11101
Office: 34-01 Broadway
Astoria, NY 11106

Tel: (718) 482-0800
Fax: {718) 4820581
Michae! Karantinidis P.E.
Presicent

INTERNATIONAL GEOTECHNICAL/STRUCTURAL
LABORATORIES INC.

www.internationalgeo.com

GrotecHNICAL & Environmentsl TEsTING

MICHAEL KARANTINIDIS, P.E.
STRUCTURAL ENGINEER

OFFICE: 31-87 34TH STRELT, ASTORIA, NY 11106
TEL: {718) 726-1527 FAX: (718) 956-0274
info@internationalgen.com

SIDDIQUE ENGINEERING, P.C.

Professional Engineering Services

MAHATAB ALAM SIDDIQUE, P.E., N.S.P.E

e Engineering Reports

o MEP Consulting Services
e Engineering Cost Estimate o Permits & Alternations
e Steam Piping Stress Analysis e Certificate of Occupancy
@ Shop Drawings/Piping & Sheet Metal

Tel: (718) 737-4501, Fax: (718) 637-2447 140-23 Queens Boulevard
MSIDD43390@AO0L.COM Jamaica, New York 11435

@ National Society of

o Legalizations
@ Removal of Violations
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The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility

for these advertisers products or services.

5

Building Asbestos Inspections

RAO emre

Asbestos Investigator

80-50, 252nd Street
Bellerose, NY 11426

917-282-9223
718-343-2758
raoinspections@hotmail.com

e S
R P

Z. S. ENGINEERING, P.C.

99 TULIP AVENUE ZYGMUNT STASZEWSKI, PE, FSFPE
FLORAL PARK, NY 11001 PRESIDENT
PHONE: (516) 328-3200 NY LICENSE #63367

FAX: (516) 328-6195 CT LICENSE #17587
E-MAIL: staszewski@zsengineering.com NICET 11l

Office of Richard Berkenfeld
consulting engineers

richard g. berkenfeld, p.e.
principal

(516) 487-0414

175 great neck road
fax (516) 487-0417

great neck, n.y. 11021

John Zurita, PE
Asbestos Investigator
(917) 292-7263
(718)428-2467
jzurita@verizon.net

Building Department
ASBESTOS INSPECTIONS
53-31 210th Street

Bayside, NY 11364
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Sponsors

The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility
for these advertisers products or services.

Material Engineering and Services

Please Patronize Our Sponsors

Martin A. Schwartzberg
Partner

1001 Franklin Avenue
Garden City
New York 11530

T 516.294.8844

F 516.294.8202
mschwartzberg@Ibcclaw.com
www beclawcom

/

540 Adam Baker B
Ulster Landing Sales
Road,
Kingston
P New York
when it really matters 12401
. " PURVEYORS
omeys af Law Tiaghone ;&%%IZEITTY
L’Abbate, Balkan, (845) 336-8880 PRECAST | CONCRETE
Colavita & Contini, Facsimile Custom
LLP ’ (8‘5) 336-8962 | INCORPORATED | & Standard Fabrication
o lhvprecast@worldnet.att.net -

BarPsYsCORP

WILLIAM MCSHANE, PE, LEED AP

IERAL MA

bill. ncshane@capsyscorp.com

ROOKLYN NAVY YARD, BUILDING 2

63 FLUSHING AVENUE, UNIT 240, BROOKLYN, NY 11205

TEL 718-403-0050 FAX 718-643-4820

WWW.COpSysCOrp.com

Attention Sponsors/ Advertisers: If you would like your card updated please contact the
editor. Cards can be dropped off at the next meeting, mailed, faxed, scanned and
emailed or text can be substituted in lieu of a card.
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