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President’s Message

By Chris Petallides, P.E.
President

The State Society installed Dr. James J. Yarmus, PE,
PhD, as the incoming NYSSPE president 2009-2010,
during its annual convention in Pearl River, NY, June 4-
6, 2009. Dr. Yarmus , a long time friend of ours,
expressed his readiness to work closely with us on
issues of common interest as well as issues unique to
New York City and we look forward to working with
him as well. The Queens Chapter was well represented
with Joel Miele, Sr., PE, Elliot Shapiro, PE, Brian
Flynn, PE, Sal Galletta, PE, Robert Weiner, PE and
yours truly.

NYSSPE’s Practicing Institute of Engineering, Inc. (PIE) has been
busy since 2004 accrediting lectures, seminars and courses for

(718-) 956-3488credits toward the continuing education requirements of PE’s. It

has been confirmed at its annual membership meeting in Pearl
River, NY June 5%, ‘09 that PIE is now gearing toward getting
involved with the NYC Department of Buildings (DOB) and the
Special Inspections accreditation process. We will keep you
posted on developments.

Our ongoing lawsuit against NYC for violating State Education
Law by appointing a non-professional as Buildings” Commissioner
is now in the hands of the judge. Our attorneys feel confident for
a final adjudication in our favor; however, we should be prepared
for any eventuality. To this end, former chapter president Sal
Galletta, PE is now working with NYSSPE, NYC vice president Tom
Szekely, PE to revive (resurrect) the MCPC (Metropolitan Chapter
Presidents” Council), which was first established around 1970
under the auspices of NYSSPE, to “represent the five county
chapters of Greater NYC in all professional maters of mutual
interest”. We see the present lawsuit as a perfect example of
“mutual interest” for the five NYC chapters and, indeed all PE's &
RA’s of NY State and the Country. We applaud the efforts of Sal &
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Immediate Past Presidents

Tom and we look forward to working with the other NYC chapters

to promote our common cause and restore professionalism to the
office of DOB commissioner.

Brian Fl 2006/2008

P.Ef‘“ e (718) 707-0416  1hen there’s the problem of the so called DOB “expeditors”, who
Chris Petallides 2004/2005 often pose as engineers and architects and offer professional

’ 1998/2000 i ; : - e

PE. 718) 9614342 services illegally, with the help of rubber-stampers. This issue was
John Zurita, gomoog dealt with further at a lecture/meeting held at the Professional
PE. (718) 756-0320 Design Center, Inc. (PDC), Fort Totten, Queens. The lecture was
Sal Galletta, 2000/2002 arranged by PDC chair Robert LoPinto, PE and movers and
i)Eei Miele. Iz (1291926)/1798982;8199 shakers Chapter 1% VP George Tavoulareas, PE and former PDC
PE. "’ (718) 8942222 chair Paul DiNatale, RA, AIA, last Wednesday, June 17th. The
Chris Sideris, 1994/1996 meeting started with a presentation by DOB’s Special
PE. (718) 224-9091 ; ; ;

oL i 199071992 Enforcement Unit (SEU) representatives and developed into an

PE.

(718) 746-7122

open discussion where illegal practice and rubber stamping was

identified as a major component of the overall problem. The SEU

is presently busy developing statistics and building cases against

design  professionals (rubber-stampers?) who repeatedly

circumvent the law. Insomuch as the severity of the problem did

not diminish, we feel that we all need to find a more effective way

to combat the problem. In the meantime, it may be prudent for
Directors 2008-2010 all legitimate design professionals to refrain from filing “Directive
Tom Campagna, PE__ (718) 423-7924 14" or “Professional Certified” applications.

Gregory Georges, PE  (718) 274-4800 We look forward to seeing all of you Thurs., June 25" , 2009,
;’I]f:ke e (718) 482-0800 6: 30PM at Fort Totten for the last general meeting of the season.
oh (718) 343-6989 For those of you who can’t make it on Thurs., we wish you and

John Kepertis, P.E.
Saced Ainechi, P.E. (718) 544-7878 yours a pleasant summer.
(718) 276-9200

Issam Aburafeh, P.E.

Upcoming Meeting Information

Our Next Chapter Meeting
Date:
Directors 2008-2009

Thursday June 25" ,2009 - 6:30 PM
James Manoussoff, Sponsor: International Masonry Institute
PE.

Bernard Haber,P.E.
Eliot Shapiro, P.E.

Xenophon Caviris,
PE.

(718) 224 2146 LOCation:

(516) 791-2300 422 Weaver Ave., Fort Totten, New York

(516) 752-1687

Peter Boudouvas,
PE.

Robert Weiner, P.E.

(212) 594-43400  Happy Summer Recess - Next scheduled meeting will be in September.

“Stay Tuned” for email updates as they are warranted.
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Professional Services Directory

The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility

for these advertisers products or services.

Miles Fisher, P.E.

Fire and Building Code Services, Inc.
10 East Merrick Road, Suite 308
Valley Stream, New York 11580

Tel: 516-256-7780, Ext. 201
Fax: 516-256-7783
Cell: 516-779-7295
E-mail: miles@firecodeservices.com

SHAPIRO ENGINEERING, P.C.

EMVIRONSMENTAL ENCGINEERDNC + ENVIRONMENTAL LABCHFLATONRY

ELLIOT J. SHAPIRD, P.E.
Chalrman, Board of Directors

ROBERT A. LO PINTO, P.E.

Prosident

181 S04UTH FRANKLIN AVE., SARTE 305
WALLEY STHEAM. NEW YORK 11581-1101

516 T31-Z2300 {FAX) 516 T91-0782

Enwnd: shaporoenmneersEvoridnst, altnet

Issam M. ABOURAFEH, P.E.

FROFESSIONAL ENGINEER

HIN___ P

ABRCEHITECTS PLAMNMNERS

EMOINECRE

CROSS |IBLAND FPLATA
133-33 Brooxviile Buvn., Suire Z08

ROBCDALE, NY 114823

il R L e A S 4 I T RLCE . Toe (718 2769200
Fax (718 E78-0TZE

Chris M. Sideris, P.E. Filolaos T. Kefalas, P.E.

SIDERIS ENGINEERS P.C.
Consulting Engineers

271 7-22 Northern Bouwlevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Tel 718-224-9091 Fax 718-224-9143

T.C. Sideris, P.E. (1923-2005)
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The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility

for these advertisers products or services.

Chris Petallides, P.E., N.5.P.E.
CONSULTING ENGINEER

TEL: 718 961 4342
FaX: 718 321 3829 4T-15 Marafhon Plosy.
EMAIL: PatallidesPE @ soloom Lime Meck MHills, M., 11362

130-08 122nd, Streat 2nd FL

TelFar (T18) 323-0754
Soush Ozona Park, WY 11420

Cak T BLD-695 7
E -l JAVBINTGROEADL COM

Jose A, Velasquez, P.€
Masser of Cial
Masier of Economics
Maw York State Licensad Professionsl Engineer

* Consultan * Pasrnits & Allarations
* Building Inspacticns + Siruciural Deaign

= Cartificales of Occupancy * Lagalirations
* Engirsering Raports * Rmmoval of Viclations

SIDDIQUE ENGINEERING, P.C.
Prufessional Eepmecerime Semfoes
MAHATAB ALAM SIDDMOQUE, PE., N.5.PE

o Legalizations

o Engineering Reports
# Removal of Violations

# MEP Comsulting Services
& Engineering Cost Estimate # Permits & Aliernations
& Stzam Piping Siress Analysis @ Cemificate of Occupancy
- .*i.l'.d'q'r [h'A'IEEME'I:]'!III'IE & Sheet Metal
Tel: iTIE) T37-4501, Fax: (TI8) 657-2447 140-23 Queens Boulevand
MSIDDE 390 ADL.CO0M Jamaica, New York 11435

@ummﬂ
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The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility
for these advertisers products or services.

Building Asbestos Inspections

&

B fi——= =]
T L
I
RAO e 80-50, 252nd Street t‘ l)I:
Asbestos investigator Bellerose, MY 11426

Z. 5. EMGINEERING, PLC.

71 ?2329233 23 TULIP AVENLI TYCRILNT STASTEWTSEL FE, FRFFE

718-343.2758 FLOBAL PARI MY 11501 PREUEEST

PHEMNE: {518 3283200 B LECESSE w0 0

racinspections@hotmail com FAX: (5080 3286195 LECFNEE o| 758
E-MAIL: sramewski @ pnengineoring £om WICET i

Office of Richard Berkenfeld
Cconsulting anginears

richard g. berkenleld, p.e.

principal
' 175 great neck rood [S16) 487-0414
great neck. n. y. 11021 fone (5164) 487-0417
barry j. bank, p.e.

consulting engineer Building Department John Zurils, PE
123-40 23rd avenue = suite 1L ASBESTOS INSPECTIONS w::m
kew gardens, n.y. 11415 ”ﬂ ok ETT‘: S;T;; (TIB42B-246T
tel. no. (T1E) 577-9066 fruritsgivesrtzon. net

fax no, (T18) 577-9067
bbankpe(@optonline. net
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Sponsors

The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their

respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility
for these advertisers products or services.

Material Engineering and Services
Please Patronize Our Sponsors

l-“” 8 S Bk
Ulster Landing Sales
. Rosd,
Hllp_h-
when it reolly matters "".‘i:'.‘.‘ I
| PURVEYORS
et ot e of QUALITY
Teleplonr | FRECAST
PRE

L Abbage, Balkan (B45) 136-ERRD m iEﬂHfﬂ]"-“'-
il

Cotavita & Contini Faclmile
LLP (R45) 1362061 | INCORPORATED | & S Fabriution
A Ibvprecasi@worldmet sitnel S

Martin A Schearzherg

Al O
ww ork !

Attention Sponsors/ Advertisers: If you would like your card updated please contact the
editor. Cards can be dropped off at the next meeting, mailed, faxed, scanned and
emailed or text can be substituted in lieu of a card.
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QUEENS COUNTY CHAPTER

THE NEW YORK STATE SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

(Member: National Society of Professional Engineers - NSPE)

47-15 Marathon Pkwy, Little Neck Hills, NY 11362-1255

Tel. No. (718) 961 4342 Fax: (718) 321 3929 e-mail: PetallidesPE@aol.com website: www.nspequeens.org
OFFICERS:
CHRIS PETALLIDES, PE GEORGE TAVOULAREAS, PE JOHN SGOUROS, PE JOSE VELASQUEZ, PE
President 1** Vice President 2™ Vice President Secretary/Treasurer

November 20, 2008
Dear Colleague,

The Queens Chapter — NY SSPE is soliciting contributions from Engineers and Architects in the NY
area to help fund a lawsuit by the NY State Society of Professional Engineers (NY SSPE) against the
City of New York. As you probably aready know, the NY City Council recently passed a law
changing the City Charter, at the insistence of Mayor Bloomberg, which removed the licensure
requirement from the Commissioner of the Department of Buildings. The new law now states that the
Buildings Commissioner need not be licensed. Presently, an unlicensed lay person is Buildings
Commissioner.

The Queens Chapter is leading the fight in the NY Metropolitan area AGAINST the Mayor’'s
irresponsible actions which endanger the public’s health, safety and welfare while undermining and
diminishing both the Engineering and Architectural professions.

The Queens Chapter leadership is asking al Engineers and Architects to contribute to a legal fund
which will support the NYSSPE legal suit against the City of New York. Please make whatever
contribution iswithin your means.

It's about time we stand up for our Profession and the people of New Y ork!

Suggested contributions:

$1,000 $750 $500 $ 250 $ 100 Other

Please make checks payable to: “ Queens Chapter — NY SSPE” Memo: “Lega Fund’

Mail to: Jose A.Velasquez, P.E. - Treasurer
Queens Chapter — NY SSPE
130-08 122 Street (2™ Fl.)
South Ozone Park, NY 11420
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