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NYC for violating State Education Law by

appointing a non-professional as NYC

Department of Buildings (DOB) Commissioner,

the City filed a motion for dismissal, as we

expected they would do, citing that the

President licensed First Deputy Commissioner complies

(1781;3)\]?61;‘342 with the State Education Law. The next step is

18) son.780> Lo file our own declaration of judgment and let

2ND Vice Pres. the Judge decide on the correct interpretation. We plan to file

(718-) 956-3488 our response within the month and, of course, we will keep you

(T;i’gi‘;r;;_mﬂ informed of any developments. If you haven't already
contributed to our “Legal Fund”, please consider a contribution at
this time.

The problem of others muscling in on our profession is not a
new one by any means. Starting from the train operator calling
himself “engineer” to the NICET technician performing
engineering work illegally, everyone seems to get into the act.

Tony DiRuggiero The current economic crisis appears to be encouraging yet

another group of impostors, the so-called “expeditors”, in
becoming bolder than before. Reportedly, this enterprising group
of individuals is now running rampant in the halls of the local
DOB offices, offering professional services to the unsuspecting
home owners at drastically reduced prices. Once they land the
job, of course, these expeditors then need to go out to find a
“rubber-stamper”, to stamp and sign their shoddy work, since
they, themselves, are neither qualified nor licensed to produce

(Continued next page)

Page 1 of 9



Immediate Past Presidents

(President’'s Message Continued)

the plans and documents required for DOB filing and with the
present economic environment, it may become easier for them

Brian Flynn 2006/2008 .
PE. (718) 707-0416  to find rubber-stampers.

. : 2004/2005 o . . . .
Chris Petallides, 1998/2000 This illegal scenario carries obvious detrimental consequences
EE: (718)961-4342  for everyone involved, especially the professional.
John Zurita, 2002/2003 . .
PE. (718) 756-0320 The problem became increasingly acute lately and, as a result,
Sal Galletta, 2000/2002 our Chapter directors decided that we need to do something
ilziMiele " (1291926)/179898228199 about it. After an extensive discussion, we decided on a possible
PE. T (718) 8942200 course of action. We decided to proceed by first stealing a page
Chris Sideris, 1994/1996 from the book of another professional group, the attorneys, who
PE. (718) 2249091~ seam to have it all together in terms of protecting their turf and,
Robert Lo Pinto, 1990/1992

PE.

(718) 746-7122

as a consequence, they get to enjoy their professional status

and respect in society.

As everybody knows, it is common practice for attorneys to
employ assistants, known in their industry as “paralegals”, to
help them with their daily activities, including researching case

studies, preparing cases and running paperwork between the
attorney’s offices and the courts. When it comes to presenting a
Directors 2008-2010 case in court, however, the attorney takes control and the

Tom Campagna, PE (718) 423-7924 paralegal is put aside. As a result, everyone knows their place
Gregory Georges, PE (718) 274-4800 and the public is not confused as to who does what? When
Mike Karantinidis, . .
PE (718) 482-0800 someone needs legal advice or representation, for example, one
John Kepertis, P.E. (718) 343-6989 automatically seeks out a “lawyer” (never a paralegal); a
Saeed Ainechi, P.E. (718) 544-7878 practice which is also supported by the system and, therefore, a
Issam Aburafeh, PE.—(718) 2769200 1o -516gal would never dream of impersonating an attorney in

front of a judge. In our case, however, not only does the system

not recognize the difference between a professional and a lay

person but it goes as far as allowing the publication of
newspaper articles, as helpful (?) to the public, entitled *How To
Directors 2008-2009 Expedite Your Search For An Expeditor”(???).

;aén‘*SMa“"uss‘)ff» In the meantime, we, PE’s and RA’'s, seam to be obliviously
B'eljnardHaber’P'E. content in Ietting_ uneducated, unqualified, ur_1|icensed impostors
Eliot Shapiro, PE. ste_al our profeSS|_ons gn_d, pf course, “expgdltors” are happy to
Xenophon Cavirs, oblige us. We believe it is time for us, engineers and architects,
PE. (516)752-1687 t5 take back our professions by demanding that “only
Peter Boudouvas, (212) 5944349 Professional engineers and registered architects” be allowed to
— , sit with DOB plan examiners, to present applications of all types,
Robert Weiner, P.E. to deal with objections and to receive job approvals. When that
rule is strictly enforced, we would have reclaimed our
professional status at the DOB as well as in society.

(718) 224 2146
(516) 791-2300

This proposal will be the main agenda item for discussion at
our next general membership meeting, Thurs., April 23™ 2009,
6:30PM at Fort Totten, therefore, we urge all of you to attend.
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Upcoming Meeting Information
Qur Next Chapter Meeting

Date: Thursday April 23™ ,2009 - 6:30 PM
Sponsor: L'Abbate, Balkan, Colavita & Contini, L.L.P
Presenter: Martin A. Schwartzberg, Esq.

Title:

Description:

constitute unprofessional

Unprofessional Conduct under NYS Regents' Rules

An overview of the acts that in accordance with the Regents Rules
conduct, the procedures of the Office of

Professional Discipline when investigating a complaint of misconduct,
including possible penalties that can be assessed and suggested course of
conduct should the professional be contacted by the Office of Professional

Discipline

Location:

422 Weaver Ave., Fort Totten, New York

Hilti Seminar Announcement

I just wanted to pass on this agenda for
a 4 Hour 4 PDH Seminar Hilti will be
holding at the NYC Seminar and
Conference Center located at 71 W. 23rd
St Manhattan on Thursday May 7th from
8am til 12pm.

The seminar will be on the topic of
Designing Post Installed Anchors using
Strength Design which comes at the
perfect time since The New York City
Building Code recently adopted the IBC
2003 for it's design bases and if you look
in Chapter 19 Concrete under Section BC
1913: Anchorage to Concrete - Strength
Design, you will see that it calls out using
Strength Design in lieu of Allowable
Strength Design for all post installed
anchors.

Many engineers have expressed interest
in learning more about this design
method so they will be able to design as
per the new code on future projects so I
think this would be a great seminar for

By Ann Marie Bugler, P.E.

NYC Field Engineer

Hilti North America

them to attend and the 4 PDH's will be

very helpful too!

Here is a web page that goes into
greater detail what will be covered at the
seminar:

http://www.us.hilti.com/holus/modules/edit
orial/edit_singlepage.jsp?contentOID=146651

If you wouldn't mind sending this
around via email to the members of your
organization to see who might be
interested in attending that would be
great!

Anyone that works for a state or city
agency it is only $35 dollars. They should
register under "Building Official"

Anyone working for a private firm but is
a member of SEAONY or ASCE it is only
$75 per person and/or if they have 3
ormore people from their office sign up
that

(Continued next page)
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http://www.us.hilti.com
http://www.lbcclaw.com/partner.php?peopleID=179
http://www.lbcclaw.com/
mailto:annmarie.bugler@hilti.com

are not members of any organization, To qualify for early registration they
they can get 20% off the $99 early must register for the course by Thursday
registration fee which Owould make it $79 April 16th otherwise, it goes up to $120.

per person. Also lunch will be served.

Page 4 of 9



QUEENS COUNTY CHAPTER

THE NEW YORK STATE SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS

(Member: National Society of Professional Engineers - NSPE)

47-15 Marathon Pkwy, Little Neck Hills, NY 11362-1255

Tel. No. (718) 961 4342 Fax: (718) 321 3929 e-mail: PetallidesPE@aol.com website: www.nspequeens.org
OFFICERS:
CHRIS PETALLIDES, PE GEORGE TAVOULAREAS, PE JOHN SGOUROS, PE JOSE VELASQUEZ, PE
President 1** Vice President 2™ Vice President Secretary/Treasurer

November 20, 2008
Dear Colleague,

The Queens Chapter — NY SSPE is soliciting contributions from Engineers and Architects in the NY
area to help fund a lawsuit by the NY State Society of Professional Engineers (NY SSPE) against the
City of New York. As you probably aready know, the NY City Council recently passed a law
changing the City Charter, at the insistence of Mayor Bloomberg, which removed the licensure
requirement from the Commissioner of the Department of Buildings. The new law now states that the
Buildings Commissioner need not be licensed. Presently, an unlicensed lay person is Buildings
Commissioner.

The Queens Chapter is leading the fight in the NY Metropolitan area AGAINST the Mayor’'s
irresponsible actions which endanger the public’s health, safety and welfare while undermining and
diminishing both the Engineering and Architectural professions.

The Queens Chapter leadership is asking al Engineers and Architects to contribute to a legal fund
which will support the NYSSPE legal suit against the City of New York. Please make whatever
contribution iswithin your means.

It's about time we stand up for our Profession and the people of New Y ork!

Suggested contributions:

$1,000 $750 $500 $ 250 $ 100 Other

Please make checks payable to: “ Queens Chapter — NY SSPE” Memo: “Lega Fund’

Mail to: Jose A.Velasquez, P.E. - Treasurer
Queens Chapter — NY SSPE
130-08 122 Street (2™ Fl.)
South Ozone Park, NY 11420



Professional Services Directory

The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their

respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility
for these advertisers products or services.

SHAPIRO ENGINEERING, P.C.

ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING « ENVIRONMENTAL LABORATORY

ELLIOT J. SHAPIRO, P.E.

Miles Fisher, P.E. Chairman, Board of Directors
ROBERT A. LO PINTO, P.E.
Fire and Building Code Services, Inc. President
10 East Merrick Road, Suite 308 IB]E?EOSE"?F:EALM$3$ ;I;"E-i fgﬂrﬁ?‘g?
Valley Stream, New York 11580 '
Tel: 516-256-7780. Ext. 201 516 791-2300  (FAX) 516 791-0782
E::;l 551166-%;769-:77;8935 Email: shapiroenginsersTworldnet att net

E-mail: miles@firecodeservices.com

IssaM M. ABOURAFEH, P.E.

PROFEESIONAL EMNBINEER

Y/ // N

ARCHITECTSE EMBINEERSE

PLANMNERS

CROSS IBLAMHD PLAZA
133-33 BrookviLLE BLvp., SwTe 208

RoSEDALE, MY 11422

EMAIL IBEAM DA ARCHITICTR.COM TEL (718} 2769200
Fax (718) Z7T&0OTZE

SIDERIS ENGINEERS P.C.
Consulting Engineers

217-22 Northern Boulevard
Bayside, New York 11361
Tel 718-224-90917 Fax 718-224-97143

Chris M. Sideris, P.E. Filolaos T. Kefalas, P.E.
T.C. Sideris, P.E (1923-2005)
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The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility

for these advertisers products or services.

Chris Petallides, P.E., N.S.P.E.
CONSULTING ENGINEER

TEL: 718 961 4342
FAX: 718 321 3929
EMAIL: PetallidesPE @acl.com

47-15 Marathon Plowy.
Little Neck Hills, N.Y. 11362

TelFax: (718) 3230754
Cell: (917 -
E-Mail: JAVBINTGRO@AOL.COM

130-08 122nd, Streat 2nd FI.
South Ozone Park, NY 11420

Jose A. Velasquez, P.€
Master of Civil Engineering
Master of Economics
New York State Licensed Professional Engineer

* Consultant

* Building Inspections
Centificates of Occupancy
Engineering Raports

* Parmits & Alterations
* Structural Design

* Legalizations

+ Removal of Violations

SIDDIQUE ENGINEERING, P.C.
Professional Engine¢ring Sérvices
MAHATAB ALAM SIDDIQUE, P.E., N.S.P.E

o Legalizations
# Removal of Violations

¢ Engineering Reports

& MEP Consulting Services
& Engineering Cost Estimate & Permits & Alternations
& Steam Piping Stress Analysis o Certificate of Occupancy
# Shop Drawings/Fiping & Sheet Metal

Tel: (718) 7374501, Fax: (T18) 657-2447 140-23 Quecns Boulevard
MSIDD43390E AOL.COM Jamaica, New York 11435

@'_fﬂzws sacietyof
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The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their
respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility

for these advertisers products or services.

Building Asbestos Inspections

|
RAO s
Asbestos Investigator

80-50, 252nd Street
Bellerose, NY 11426

Cha

| 917-282-9223
|1} 718343-2758
raoinspections@hotmail.com

T e
e ——
Z. S. ENGINEERING, P.C.

99 TULIF AVENUE IYGMUNT STASIEWSKL, PE, FSFFE

FLORAL PARK, NY 11001 PRESIDENT
PHOMNE: (516) 328-3200 NY LICENSE =61167
FAX: (516) 328-6195 CT LICENSE = 7557

NICET I

E-MAIL- seaszewski@msengineering.com

D

barry j. bank, p.e.
consulting engineer
123-40 83rd avenue = suite 1L
kew gardens, n.y. 11415
tel. no. (718) 577-9066
fax no. (718) 577-9067
bbankpe{@optonline.net

Office of Richard Berkenfeld
consulting engineers

richard g. berkenfeld, p.e.
principal

(516) 487-0414

175 great neck road
fax (516) 487-0417

great neck, n.y. 11021

John Zurita, PE
Asbestos Investigator
(817) 282-T263
(T18)428-2467
jzurita@wverizon.net

Building Department
ASBESTOS INSPECTIONS
53-31 210th Street

Bayside, NY 11364
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Sponsors

The Queens Chapter of the NYSSPE recommends the advertisers listed below for their

respective products or services. However,the Queens Chapter does not take responsibility
for these advertisers products or services.

Material Engineering and Services
Please Patronize Our Sponsors

-

540 Adam Baker )
Ulster Landing Sales
Road,
Kingston
: N

when it really matters 12401

3 r . PURVEYORS

omeys of Low Telephone ;f Qu :.[é'[rw

L' Abbate, Balkan, (845) 336-E880 b
hll'm[':& Contini Facsimile Pu!m‘ {‘,:-?u-}:{ s

L1 '|. B ) (B45) 336-8962 | INCORPORATED | & Standard Fabrication

’ '\“_ Ihvprecast@worldnet.ntt.net A

Martin A. Schwartzberg

AT

(K] Franddin Avenix
Canden City
N York 11530

Attention Sponsors/ Advertisers: If you would like your card updated please contact the
editor. Cards can be dropped off at the next meeting, mailed, faxed, scanned and
emailed or text can be substituted in lieu of a card.
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